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Happy Holiday 
Folks,
It is December, time to celebrate! The last 
month of the year is full with fondnesses and 
miracles. This season is gleaming and color-
ful. You can live in Paris, London, New York 
City or Budapest we all agreed that spend 
time in the fresh air, drink some punch and 
eat cookies with friends or family is one of 
the best in the holiday season. And of course 
if we are lucky we can enjoy the magical 
snowflakes from the sky. How it is falling 
down, those hundrieds or thousands of tiny 
little icy flower, to make the landscape white. 
That moment kids are running all around the 
snow and make some showmen. That smile 
on the child’s face make us good and come 
up some long-forgotten memories. Memo-
ries from holidays, waiting times and when 
the whole family decorated the Christmas 
tree. I am glad because this year I have al-
ready organized my Holiday, I have dressed 
up my condo, all my garlands up, made some 
hurricane glasses and presents are wrap up. 
Who’s the present for? Maybe you! Mainly 
because this time everyone deserves to get 
some nice presents. Inter alia this Magazine 
is a nice present. Oh, an another thing that I 
love on hand is anything has sparkles, better 
is diamond or bubbly.

Enjoy this sparkling Magazine and Have a 
Happy Holiday,

János
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For the intimate 
Christmas 
moments...
Are you bored of trite christmas presents? 
The well-know aroma-candles, tea candles, 
books or perfumes? Why would you gift 
bulk goods, when you can give unique, ex-
traordinary, valuable things?

We have compiled 12 beautiful jewel in or-
der to be able to give unique value to your 
beloved ones at Christmas time.

Moreover, these beautiful earrings and pen-
dants made of silver and decorated with pre-
cious stones have now a discount price, in 
beautiful packing, along with an extra silver 
necklace free of charge.

(If you click the jewels you land in our web 
store)
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Christmas 
around the 
World!
It does not matter Hanukkah or Christmas, 
this season is the most epic time in the year. 
Let us enjoy this special harmony all around 
the World!

Here, in Australia, Christmas comes in the 
middle of the summer holidays! Australians 
hang wreaths on their front doors and some-
times go out to see ‘Carols by Candlelight’ 
on Christmas Eve where popular Austra-
lian singers sing traditional Christmas car-
ols. People also decorate their houses and 
gardens with Christmas Trees and Christ-
mas lights. Neighbors sometimes have lit-
tle competitions as to who has got the best 
light display. Australians also decorate their 
houses with bunches of ‘Christ-

mas Bush’, a native Australian tree with small 
green leaves and cream colored flowers. 
There are also some original Australian Car-
ols. Like for example: When he gets to Aus-
tralia, Santa gives the reindeer a rest and uses 
kangaroos or ‘six white boomers’ (a popular 
Australian Christmas song!). He also chang-
es his clothes for less ‘hot’ ones!

I have a huge family and we always spend 
Christmas Day together. The day starts with 
the sharing of gifts before we start preparing 
the food for Christmas dinner.   Like many 
other Australian families, we now have a 
cold entrée for Christmas dinner, or a bar-
becue with seafood such as prawns and 
lobsters with salads. But we also have some 
of the ‘traditional English’ food such as 
baked ham and roasted turkey followed by 
traditional Christmas pudding with cus-
tard and ice cream. Seafood is now a very 
popular part of the Australian Christmas 
dinner so, on Christmas Eve, fish-markets 
are often full of people queuing to buy 
their fresh seafood for Christmas day.

On Boxing Day, when we 
meet, we usually have a bar-
becue at the beach and often 
we will enjoy a game of crick-
et. It is common for Austra-
lians to spend time at the beach 
through the Christmas and 
New Year period and many 
families spend their summer 
holidays by the sea.

A Merry Christmas to every-
one, all the way from Austra-
lia.

Peter Waddell, Melbourne, 
Australia

I am Joulupukki or my common name is 
Santa Claus. I live in the north part of Fin-
land called Korvatunturi (or Lapland), north 
of the Arctic Circle. On Christmas Eve be-
cause of my helpers and my friends I can 
travel all around the world and give present 
for everyone. But I think it would be nicer if 
I tell you how my friends in Finnland cele-
brate Christmas. HOHOHO…

Everyone tries to be 
at home for Christmas, including fishermen 
who try to get their boats into the harbor by 
December 21st, St. Thomas’ Day. Animals 
are given their own Christmas in Finland, 
with farmers sometimes hanging a sheaf of 
wheat on a tree to be eaten and pecked at by 
the birds. Nuts and pieces of suet are also 
hung on trees in bags from the branches. 
Christmas Eve is very special, when people 
eat rice porridge and plum fruit juice in the 
morning. They will then decorate a spruce 
tree in the home. At midday, the ‘peace of 
Christmas’ is broadcast on radio and TV by 

the City Mayor of Turku (which is south Fin-
land). In the evening, a traditional Christmas 
dinner is eaten. The meal will include ‘casse-
roles’ containing macaroni, rutabaga, carrot 
and potato, with cooked ham or turkey.

Merry Christmas for Everyone! HOHO-
HOOO

Joulupukki, Lapland, Finnland

When Europeans (mainly Dutch, French 
and German) came to South Africa, they 
brought their European traditions along 
that took root here in South Africa. Howev-
er, South Africa is very different to Europe, 
firstly because December is summertime in 
South Africa, meaning temperatures hover 
around 35⁰C (95 degrees Fahrenheit) on av-
erage, making it very hot! As a result, over 
the years South Africans created their own 
Christmas traditions. Firstly, it is not uncom-
mon for family members and even friends to 
get together at someone’s house, who has a 
pool, for a barbecue (braai). People would 
simply swim and relax in the shade with ice-
cold beers and wine (South Africa is quite 
famous for its wine). Afterwards people will 
have the barbecue with pap (porridge made 
from maize meal). This meal is then usual-
ly accompanied by something like a salad. A 
warm cooked Christmas lunch is sometimes 
also done, however, South Africans adopted 
to the warm climate, so it is not often that 
warm cooked lunches are done on Christ-
mas day.

Afterwards, people usually have some fruit 
cake, which was baked at least a month be-
fore and was infused with lots of brandy. By 
the time its Christmas, the cake tastes abso-
lutely great. This is then eaten with ice cream.
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There are however some things that remained 
the same throughout the centuries, for ex-
ample, we also open presents on Christmas 
Eve and go to church on Christmas morning.

O, and just one last thing, I wish we had more 
Christmas decorations like you guys in Eu-
rope. Here in South Africa, we take a mini-
malistic approach to decorations and usually 
you don’t find decorations in the streets, just 
perhaps a few inside someone’s house.

Beukes, Evert; South Africa

Briefly, Christmas is celebrated here in Brazil 
between the family. It is meaning of all the 
family to celebrate the birth of Jesus Christ. 
We make dinner, supper with great abun-
dance of food and celebrate Christmas.

It is a very important day for us, Brazilians. It 
is time for reflection, time to think about life. 
Time to review concepts. Moment to cher-
ish the love between people and strengthen 
bonds of love, peace and hope.

In my family, we usually go to igrena on the 
evening of December 24th and on day 25th 
we celebrate Christmas Eve dinner. Favorite 
Christmas foods in Brazil include chicken, 

turkey, ham, rice, salad, pork 
and fresh and dried fruits.

Sandro Cassiano, from Cuiabá, 
Brazil

Here, in the USA people cele-
brate Christmas Day in many 
ways. In the days or even 
weeks before Christmas Day, 
many people decorate their 
homes and gardens with 

lights, Christmas trees and much more. It 
is common to organize a special meal, often 
consisting of turkey and a lot of other festive 
foods, for family or friends and exchange gifts 
with them. Many Sunday schools, churches 

and communities organize special events. A 
lot of plays and songs have a aspect of Christ-
mas as a theme. Some groups arrange meals, 
shelter or charitable projects for people with-
out a home or with very little money.

I like just walking around the streets of New 
York City during Christmas feels like a walk 
in a winter wonderland. The window dis-
plays at the various department stores turn 
the average walker into a theater audience. 
And I love the Christmas Trees sprinkled all 

over New York (Rockefeller Center, Origa-
mi tree at the American Museum of Natu-
ral History). One of my favorite habit when 
I and my friends visit to the Rockefeller Ice 
Skating rink and the Trump Wollman rink 
too. This is essential of a Christmas party to 
New York.

Happy Holiday Season from ’The Big Apple’.

Kyra, New York City, USA

Hanukkah commemorates the re-dedication 
of the Temple of Jerusalem. At the time of 
the re-dedication, there was just one day’s 
worth of pure oil left that was needed to keep 
the Temple menorah burning. But tradition 
says a great miracle happened: It lasted for 
eight days.

Every community has its 
unique Hanukkah traditions, 
but there are some traditions 
that are almost universally prac-
ticed. We are: lighting the ha-
nukkiyah (Each year, we, Jews 
light candles in our hanukkiot, 
Hanukkah menorahs, to symbol-
ize the miracle.) and sing together 

around the ’hanukiya’. Spinning the dreidel 
(which is a four-sided top with Hebrew let-
ters written on each side) and eating fried 
foods.

Because Hanukkah celebrates the miracle 
of oil, it is traditional to eat fried foods such 
as latkes and sufganiyot during the holiday. 
Latkes are pancakes made out of potatoes 
and onions, which are fried in oil. Sufganiyot 
(singular sufganiyah) are jelly-filled donuts 
that are fried and sometimes dusted with 
confectioners’ sugar before eating.

Paz, 28, an isreali-hungarian singer/actor

+ exclusive epic Christmas story from 
France by Maryne Bassot, fashion designer

Noël... I love Christmas !

When I was a child, because my parents are 
divorced, I used to party on Christmas Eve 
with my dad and the next day, the 25th, with 
the members of my mother’s family ...

My dad likes to make surprises and loves the 
magic of Christmas ... With him, it began a 
month before Christmas with the Advent 
calendar! But he sewed me himself with little 
carefully selected surprises (a choco-
late, a “pin’s”, a pic-
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ture, a key ring, etc ...). It was also the time 
when I sent my letter to Santa. On Christmas 
Eve, after eating and just before midnight, he 
made me put under the Christmas tree with 
two Clementines and a cereal bowl, to the at-
tention of Santa Claus. Then he asked me to 
go walk the dog while watching the sky, and 
when I went back, he told me all excited that 
Santa had come while he was in the kitchen, 
he had heard Him leave in noise of bells but 
had dropped something on the balcony: his 
cap and bells of one of his reindeer ...

It was of course my father who had filed for 
me! And the presents were under the tree! 
But before opening them go to the Midnight 
Mass! We went as both ... On the program, 
Christmas carols, Midnight Mass and vivid 
recreation of the nativity scene with real peo-
ple and real animals! The next morning, he 
took me to my mom, I had lunch with fam-
ily at my maternal grandmother. Now, even 
while living in Paris, I can’t spend Christmas 
somewhere other than with my family!

So I go to Annecy during few days to spend 
the holidays with my family. We now cele-
brate Christmas all together! My father and 
his new wife, my mother with her new hus-
band, my brother, my uncles and aunts and 
cousins. Some even come from Los Ange-
les! Christmas Eve dinner takes place at my 
mother’s house and lunch on December 25th 
at my aunt’s house ... Any present is open in 
the evening, we expect the morning to ex-
change our gifts with my parents and my 
brother, and lunch for gifts to other family 
members. However, when Eve dinner, my 
mother puts a small gift on the plate of each 
guest (nails polish or lipstick for women, 
cartoon or doll for children, liquor for men 
etc ...)

One thing has not changed since I was a 
child: the Menu! For the appetizer, “Cham-
pagne” and homemade “foie gras” (made by 
my dad) on Gingerbread toasts with fig jam, 
oysters, capon with and cardoon gratin (this 
is a vegetable that my grandmother ate during 
the war), then cheese (we have so many in 
Annecy!), chocolate Yule logs, clementines 
and chocolate papillottes or with marzipan!

All of course accompanied by good wine 
(white first, then red). A real treat!

Regarding the decoration, every year, 10 or 
15 days before Christmas, we decorate the 
fir, a big fir. The colors change ... sometimes 
white, red and green (my favorite), some-
times blue and silver, sometimes gold and 
white ... We put a holly wreath on our door, 
we set up the crib next to the tree and we 
decorate our balcony with light strings...

I CAN’T WAIT! Joyeux Noël!

Merry Christmas
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13 Stylish Holiday and Christmas 
Decorating Ideas
From a charming mantel display to a decadent candy buffet, capture the true magic of the holi-
day season in festive touches that make the days all the more merry- and memorable. For some 
stylish inspiration, take a cue from these beautiful and simple-to-pull-together details.

Sweet Tidings
The halls are decked, now bring colorful delight 
to the table with a sweet set-up of treats that 
never feel out of season. For the ultimate center-
piece, try a no-fuss arrangement filled with red 
and white peppermint balls and fluffy marsh-
mallows. Call on ribbon candy, multicolored 
chocolates, and candy canes for making the per-
fect sides.

Overhead Opulence
Don’t restrict magnificent baubles and sparky 
snowflakes to the tree. Accentuate overhead 
lighting with shimmery decorations and 
stick to a fresh winter palette like pale blue 
and silver. Finis hit off with an elegant satin 
ribbon gently dangling from the chandelier.

Modern Simplicity
Play up your home’s unique style with holiday 
décor that complements its most appealing qual-
ities. A gorgeous mirror gets a charming border 
from decorative golden deer and white stock-
ings, which accentuates the breathtaking white 
mantel.

Simply Striking
The trick to making your holiday decor feel like 
home is by injecting your personal style into 
the details. Turn a bare windowsill into a stylish 
nook in no time by filling glass jars of varying 
heights and shapes with leftover balls for a dra-
matic, high-impact display.

Window Dressing
Holiday window treatments come in all shapes, 
sizes, and textures. The ultimate preppy power 
couple (hot pink and lime green) make an unex-
pected debut in this modern all-feather compo-
sition. The dangling ornament adds just the right 
amount of pop to this decorative piece.
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Festive Arrangement
The secret to pulling off a show-stopping ar-
rangement that speaks to your style is by keeping 
the decorative events simple. Fill a glass hurri-
cane with an assortment of holiday ornaments, 
and then surround it with lush greenery.

Fireside Pick
Add a pop of color to a corner with a retro-in-
spired palette that boasts an exotic side. Deli-
cate ball sin chartreuse, lavender, and pink are 
scattered across the branches making an atten-
tion-worthy display. Rather than learning on 
garland for texture, turn to feathers for an unex-
pected twist.

Charming Countdown
This unique adaptation of the traditional Ad-
vent calendar speaks to the spirit of the season. 
Replace a leaning mirror for the month of De-
cember and fill the pint-size numbered bags with 
some of your family’s favorite treats.

Fanciful Frosting
Set a simple and sophisticated winter-white ta-
ble that will make your holiday gatherings extra 
special. Add a h8int of warmth and texture by 
layering the surface with a delicately embroi-
dered ivory runner. For even more dazzle, fill 
silver mint julep cups with beautiful frosted pine 
cones.

White Christmas
The brilliance of white is captured in a mono-
chromatic tree that sets a festive tone. Accen-
tuate the pure richness with ornaments in clear 
glass, shimmery silvers, and white. Soft, airy, and 
completely captivating

Special Spread
Opportunities abound for sweeping display of 
lavish greenery along the mantel. This seasonal 
vignette calls for apothecary jars filled with cran-
berries, which are accented by the warm glow of 
sparkling fruit and pine cones.
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Playful Accessory
Think outside the overflowing bins and box-
es of decorations for a clever way to embel-
lish bare tabletops. Turn Friday’s game night 
staple into an innovative holiday prop.

Scene Setting
An entryway extends a home’s first greeting. 
Welcome a few unexpected characters into 
your decor by animating a tabletop with an 
enchanted wintry scene.
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